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PRESS RELEASE

February 18, 2008
LLOYD’S REGISTER EDUCATIONAL TRUST ANNOUNCES MARITIME TECHNOLOGY STUDENT AWARD IN NORTH AMERICA

Investing in the future of the maritime industry

The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust (LRET) has signed an agreement with the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers (SNAME) in the United States of America to sponsor a Maritime Technology Student of the Year competition and award in North America. Designed to highlight excellence, the award will encourage students to showcase their research and investigative studies on various topics in the areas of naval architecture and marine engineering and promote leadership in the industry.  

The ‘Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust Maritime Technology Student of the Year Award’ is a collaborative effort between SNAME, which is dedicated to advancing the art, science, and practice of naval architecture, shipbuilding, and marine engineering, and the LRET, which supports science, engineering, and technical education programs worldwide. The award is based on an existing scheme that the LRET has funded in the UK for ten years.

“The success of students in this field of study will be vitally important to the maritime industry as they apply engineering and science to design, build, and operate the huge variety of vessels and structures on or under the sea's surface,” says Michael Franklin, LRET Director. “The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust is very pleased to further its commitment to improving the quality and safety of the maritime industry worldwide by sponsoring this award.” 

“We believe it is essential to encourage, inspire, and recognize the work of young men and women who have chosen naval architecture or marine engineering as their course of study,” says SNAME’s Executive Director, Phil Kimball. “We are delighted that the Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust has chosen to work with us on this prestigious award.”  

The competition is open to undergraduates at academic institutions throughout the US and Canada that offer programs in naval architecture and marine engineering, and provides a cash award to a first  and second place winner selected by a judging panel of industry experts. 

Ends.

Notes to editors  

1. The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust, an independent charity wholly funded by the Lloyd’s Register Group, was established in October 2004. Its principal purpose is to support advances in transportation, science, engineering and technology education, training and research worldwide for the benefit of all. It also funds work that enhances the safety of life and property at sea, on land and in the air. The Trust focuses on four categories:

· pre-university education: through appropriate organisations, promotes careers in science, engineering and technology to young people, their parents and teachers

· university education: through universities and colleges, provides undergraduate and post-graduate scholarships and awards at first degree/masters levels to students of proven ability 

· vocational training and professional development: supports professional institutions, educational and training establishments working with people of all ages.

· research: funds existing or new centres of excellence at institutes and universities. 

2. The Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers is an internationally recognized nonprofit, technical, professional society of individual members serving the maritime and offshore industries and their suppliers. Founded in 1893, the Society comprises over 10,000 individuals throughout the United States, Canada and abroad. Membership is open to all qualified applicants in or associated with the maritime, offshore, and small craft industries. www.sname.org
3. A photograph of Phil Kimball, Executive Director, SNAME (left) and Tim Protheroe, President, Lloyd’s Register North America, Inc. is available from lori.malone@lr.org
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