
 
SNAME Bulletin  
November 28, 2009 
 

Birthday of the SNAME Legacy Noted 
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117 years ago today, under the banner of “Promotion of 
Shipbuilding”, the New York Times announced the organization of “a 
professional society of high standing” by “the most prominent and 
influential men” dedicated to “shipbuilding and in all its branches, 
both commercial and naval”. 
 
This organization was, and is, the Society of Naval Architects & 
Marine Engineers. 
 
Certainly much has changed since November 28, 1892.  No one 
could, at that time, anticipate the advent of nuclear powered 
vessels, or the sheer capacity of the modern tanker fleet.  The 
Society changed with the times as well.  Born in America, SNAME is 
now a robust international society with volunteer leaders around the 
world.  Of course, women now also stand shoulder to shoulder with 
men in our industry, in our Society, and in high office.  While 
improved by these changes, SNAME’s core values and mission 
remain unchanged. 
 
President Keith Michel reflected on the anniversary.  “Reading over 
the 117-year-old article, I feel a sense of connection and pride”, 
President Michel said.  “The article includes many great, historic 
names like William H. Webb, Col. Edwin A. Stevens, and Nathaniel 
Herreshoff.  What they were trying to accomplish by founding 
SNAME, we continue to see as our mission for the Society today.  I 
hope all members will take a moment to read over the historic piece 
from the Times and contemplate what they are a part of.  SNAME 
has a wonderful legacy.”   (The article is reproduced at right.) 
 
The Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers is an 
internationally recognized non-profit, technical, professional society 
of individual members serving the maritime and offshore industries 
and their suppliers. Founded in 1893, the Society comprises over 
10,000 individuals throughout the United States, Canada and 
abroad. Membership is open to all qualified applicants in or 
associated with the maritime, offshore, and small craft industries. 
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